Today I want to talk about two things:  friends, and gifts.  I know all of us like having both!  Friends are an important part of our happiness.  A true friend accepts us for who we are, make us feel good about ourselves and want to spend time with us.
You all have friends you play with at school and in other day to day settings.  I hope you are following our prophet’s counsel to choose good friends who help you choose the right.  But today I want to talk about our very best friend, Jesus Christ.  He is the best and truest friend that you and I have.  He accepts us for who we are.  He makes us feel good inside and He wants to always be with us.

Do you know that Jesus accepts you completely because he knows you completely?  Only Jesus knows our every weakness.  When He suffered in the garden of Gesthemane He experienced all those things that we will feel in this life.  This makes His accepting us truly a miraculous gift because he knows EVERYTHING about us and still loves us – in fact, He loves us more because He knows us.

Can you remember a time when a friend made you feel terrific?  Those are special feelings that are fun to remember.  Sometimes friends may make us feel sad too and that’s hard.  Sometimes they get mad at us for something we did or said and they don’t want to play with us anymore. But Jesus, your very best friend, will NEVER do this.  He wants to be with us all the time and He wants to help us fix our mistakes.  He loves us so much that He has taken a personal role and responsibility to help us do just that.    
D&C 50: 41 (41-42).
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 41 aFear• not, little bchildren, for you are mine, and I have covercome• the world, and you are of them that my Father hath dgiven• me;

That makes me so hopeful and so happy inside to know that my Savior has told me not to fear and that I am his friend.  Did you know that Jesus has told us many times in the scriptures that we are His friends?

John 15: 14 (13-15).
 14 Ye are my afriends•, if ye do whatsoever I bcommand you.

I’ll bet you can remember a time in your life when a friend gave you something.  I’ll bet you can remember how much fun it was to get a gift from a friend or from someone who loves you.  Jesus has given us the greatest gift.  

John 15: 14 (13-15).

13
 13 Greater alove• hath no man than this, that a man lay down his blife for his cfriends
It’s hard to imagine what it would be like to love a friend so much that you would give your life for them.  That is exactly what our Savior did for us, because he loves us so much.  

True friends like Jesus never give up on you.  They are always there to help you.  They want to be with you all the time.  Jesus knew He wouldn’t be able to stay on earth with all of us forever.  He knew He had to come to earth and that He would have to die so that all of us could live with Him and our Heavenly Father again.  He doesn’t want to leave us alone.  He said:
“I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. … (John 14:18, 26).

16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another aComforter, that he may babide• with you for ever;
17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
President Faust explains: “This Comforter is a personage of spirit and a member of the Godhead. The Doctrine and Covenants explains why the Holy Ghost is a personage of spirit: “The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s; the Son also; but the Holy Ghost has not a body of flesh and bones, but is a personage of Spirit. Were it not so, the Holy Ghost could not dwell in us” (D&C 130:22).”
Today you will be given this special gift of the Holy Ghost.  I hope you will always remember how wonderful and special this gift is and how it will help you.

I also want to share the good news with you that today you are all giving a gift back to your best friend, Jesus Christ.  You have chosen to be baptized today.  Your gift is that you believe Christ and you want to take His name upon you and be like Him.  Jesus said:

John 14: 

15 ¶ If ye alove me, bkeep my ccommandments.
23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words:

After we are baptized and become a member of His church, everything we do is a reflection on him and he’s told us that everything we do to others is the same as doing it to him.  If we are mean, unkind or dishonest we tarnish his name and hurt him.   If we are loving, kind and honest we honor his name and make him happy.  
I hope that we can all be the true friend to Jesus that He is to us.  I hope that we can always remember that He is our truest and best friend.  I pray that we will cherish His gifts and always remember them.  And I hope and pray that we will want to give Him the greatest gift of which we are capable – our love.

