My Learning Curve With Calendars

1 share my learning curve here in hopes that you don’t repeat any of the same pitfalls I have with
calendaring YW information. 1found that once 1 mastered the right system for me it made my life
and calling SO much easier! 1 knew that calendars were a helpful and necessary tool, but it took a
few dry runs to get something that worked like a well-oiled machine.

It started with something like this: (Click here to view the file.)
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But it led to this concept: (Click here to view the file.)
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Again, this was fine. It helped to share the first page with the YM President so we could easily see
what months and weeks each group would be responsible for planning a joint activity, firesides,
etc. 1t was nice to see the YW information at a glance too from monthly values to combined activity
responsibilities, etc. But it was all still very disconnected. Next, came an attempt to combine lesson
schedules with activity planning:
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Closer this time with more information in three pages, but still disconnected. The optimal solution
for both planning and viewing information was so simple that I'd missed it. By the next year I tried
a simple, plain Jane calendar like this for each member of my presidency to use for planning.
(Click here to view the file.)
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It was easy to see what the monthly value was, all the birthdays, Sunday lessons and firesides,
holidays, etc. in ONE place. It made planning more effective and easier and when each group was
done 1 added their activities to one master which made my life SO much easier, especially when it
came to church leadership and planning meetings.
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1 still needed the yearly planning calendar to map out the information for this calendar, and I still
needed a lesson outline to drop in the information in this calendar, but the end result was
something that in all its simplicity worked beautifully!

No calendar is the law — anyone who has used one knows that changes surface frequently. But
with a simple and effective calendar you can make a plan and navigate changes as they arise. The
peace of mind that comes from planning out and seeing all the things that affect each other is
without price.

So here’s to making your life and calling easier with a simple calendar system that works.
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